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The Caſe of Incurable Lumaticks, and the Charity 


due to them, particularly recommended. 
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En 
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GOVERNORS of the ſeveral HOSPITALS 
of the CITY of LONDON, 
At the Paxisn-CnurcH of ST. BRIDGE, 
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| Tueſday, the 24th Day of April, 1759, and in 
the thirty-ſecond Year of the Reign of King 
GEORGE he Second, of Great Britain, &c. 


T is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court 

be given to the Reverend Doctor 13bet/onr, 
Archdeacon of St. Albam's, for his Sermon preached 
before this Court, and the Governors of the ſeveral 
Hoſpitals of this City, at the Pariſh-Church of 
St. Bridget, on Weaneſday in Eaſter Week laſt, 
and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 


Ho D GES. 


TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 5 


Sir RICHARD GLVN, Knt. 


LORD MAYOR Or LONDON, 
| AND 
PR ES 1D RN T 


O F 


BRIDEWELL AND BETHLE M 


HOSPITALS. 


My Loxp, 


OUR Lordſhip and the Worſhipful Alder- 
men Your Brethren defired me to preach 
and to print this Sermon. I have complied 


with both theſe Requeſts ; not without a par- 


| ticular acknowledgement of the kindeſt ac- 
ceptance of my ſervices, but chiefly in conſi- 
deration of the great importance of the Charity 
herein recommended. And I inſcribe it to 
Your Lordſhip, as well on account of Your 


High Station in the Metropolis, as of Your 


near 


; "4 % 


(iy) 


near relation to Bridewell and Bethlem Hoſ- 


pitals. Much ood may be expected to re- 
dound to the former, when the Chief Magiſtrate 
has in this double capacity an intimate know- 
ledge of the deformity of Vice, and a tender 
feeling of its miſery. And may the year of 
Your Lordſhip's Magiſtracy have this peculiar 
mark of diſtinction, for a more honourable one 
it cannot have, that in it an ample Proviſion 
was made for Incurable Lunaticks, the moſt 
wretched of the Human Species. This is the 
ſincere with and hearty prayer of 


Your LorDsnie's 


Moſt obedient humble Servant, 


James Ibbetſon. 


A True REPORT of the great Number of Poor Chil- 
dren, and other Poor People, maintained in the ſeveral 
Hos PpITALs, under the Pious Care of the Lo RD 
Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of the City of 
LoN DON, the Year laſt paſt. 


Chriſt's Hoſpital. 


( eee put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged out 
of Chriſt's Hoſpital the Year laſt paſt 144; Twelve where- 
of being inſtructed in the MaTHEMATICKs and INAvIi- 
GATION, were placed forth Apprentices to Commanders of Ships, 8 
out of the Mathematical School, founded by his late Majeſty King | 

CHARLES the Second, of bleſſed Memory — — — —) 
Children buried the Year laſt paſt — — — — =— 6 

Children now remaining under the Care and Charge of the ſaid 6 
979 


144 


Hoſpital, which are kept in the Houſe, and at Nurſe elſewhere, 
809, and 170 newly admitted, amounting in all to — — 

The Names of all which are regiſtered in the Books kept in the ſaid 
Hoſpital, and are to be ſeen, as alſo when and whence they were admitted. 
That the Revenue of the Hoſpital having greatly ſuffered by ſeveral 

dreadſul Fires in and about London, and otherwiſe, and the Governors 
having been at vaſt Expence for accommodating poor Orphans, in pur- 
chaſing and building of convenient Houſes, or Nurſeries, at Hertford and 
Ware, for their Reception, and in maintaining of Maſters, Uſhers, and 
other proper Officers there: And the Sick Ward in the ſaid Hoſpital . 
having by Length of Time become ruinous, and in great Danger of fal- 
ling, hath unavoidably occaſioned therebuilding of theſame, which has been 
finiſhed at a very great Expence of the Money of the ſaid Hoſpital : And 
the annual Increaſe of Children having made it abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Governors to engage in the new building of two additional Wards for 
the ſaid Children's Reception, which ſaid Buildings have been likewiſe fi- 
niſhod at the like Charge and Expence of the ſaid Hoſpital : And the 
Hoſpital's Revenue, without caſual Benefactions, being not ſufficient to 
defray the Charge of maintaining fo large a Number of Children as they 
do, together with the great Expence of the ſaid new Buildings: It is there- 
fore to be hoped and wiſhed for, that in regard to a Work ſo charitable, 
uſeful, and commendable (being for the Relief of neceſſitous Orphans and. 
Infants, the Advancement of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Good of the 
Kingdom) all charitable and worthy good Chriſtians will readily and li- 


berally contribute to the Support and Encouragement of ſo good and pious 
2 Work. St. 


-*=Y 


- NTT % ew EO Gen 


> *% * 

2 

ä 
n 


2 * [zo e 1 


2 


— o” 1 


Tue R A U O R T. 
St. Bartholomew*s Hoſpital. 


HERE have been cured and diſcharged from St. Bartho- 
{omew's Hoſpital, during the laſt Year, 8555 poor, wounded, / 
maimed, ſick and diſeaſed Perſons; many of whom have >8555 
been relieved with Money, Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries, to 
enable them to return to their ſeveral Habitations — — — 

Truſſes given by a private Hand to — — — — — 35 

Truſſes given by the Hoſpital to — — — — — — 46 

Buried this Year, after much Charge in their Vineſs — — 337 

Remaining under Cure, at the Charge of this Hoſpital — 756 

So that there have been during the laſt Year, and now are, y—— 
under the Care of this Hoſpital, of poor, ſick, and lame Perſons, 9729 
deſtitute of all other Relief, in the Whole  — — — | 

This Hoſpital being the moſt ancient Hoſpital in the City of London, 
and the Suburbs thereof, and having eſcaped the great Fire in the Year 
1666, the Buildings thereof were, by Length of Time, become fo very 
ruinous and dangerous, that in the Year 1729 there appeared to be an 
abſolute Neceſſity to rebuild the ſame ; and a Subſcription was then en- 
tered into by many of the worthy Governors and other charitable Perſons, 
for defraying the Expence thereof, upon a Plan then prepared, containing 
four detached Piles of Building, to be joined by Stone Gateways, about a 
Court or Area; three Piles whereof have been accordingly erected and 
finiſhed, by the Money ariſing from the Subſcriptions and Benefactions 
of the Governors, and other charitable Perſons, given for that Purpoſe 
only; and the Governors are now carrying on the building the fourth 
and laſt Pile, which, when finiſhed; will complete the Plan. 

One of the ſaid Piles doth contain a large Hall, for the Reſort of the 
Governors at General Courts; a Compting-Houfe, for the Meeting of the 
Committees of Governors, for the Diſpatch of the Buſineſs of the Hoſpi- 

tal; ſeveral Rooms for examining, admitting, preſcribing for, and diſ- 
charging the Patients, and other necefſary Offices. The other two Piles 


do contain Wards for the Reception of the Patients and their Nurſes 
only: So that the Hoſpital being conſiderably entarged by the new Build- 


ings, doth now entertain 420 Patients within the fame, beſides 66 


Patients in the Lect and Kingfland Hoſpitals, and a great Number of 


Out-Patients. And it is intended that the new Pile of Building ſhall 

contain twelve more Wards for Patients, with ſeveral neceſſary Offices. 
But as the conſtant annual Charge of maintaining and relieving the great 
Number of Poor now under the Care of this Hofpital, much exceeds the 
Revenue thereof, which is likewiſe greatly leſſened by the Fall of the 
Rents 


I RN RON T. 


Rents of the Houſes belonging to the Hoſpital, the charitable Aſſiſtance of 
all Perſons is therefore humbly deſired, to enable the Governors not only 
to ſupport the preſent Charity, but alſo to accompliſh the further En- 
largement thereof, there not being yet ſufficient Room to admit all the 
Poor who daily apply for Relief: A Charity ſo neceſſary for preſerving 
the Lives of many miſerable Perſons, who might otherwiſe periſh, were 
it not for that Relief which, by the Bleſſing of God, they daily receive 
from this Hoſpital, 
St. Thomas's Hoſpital. 

HERE have been cured and diſcharged from St. Thomas's 

Hoſpital in Southwark, this laſt Year, of wounded, maimed, 

ſick, and diſeaſed Perſons, 8439, many of which have been g 
relieved with Money and Neceſſaries at their Departure, to ac- 439 
commodate and ſupport them in their Journies to their ſeveral 
Countries and Habitations — — — — — — — 

Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge in their Sickneſs 267 

Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital — 742 

So that there are, and have been this Year, of poor miſerable z— 
Objects under the Cure of the ſaid Hoſpital, and deſtitute of other g 94.48 
proper Cure, in aal! —— — 

The Number of Perſons conſtantly relieved in this Hoſpital being ſo 
large as from the above and other annual Accounts appears, the Proviſions 
of Food and Phyſick, and the Care of able Phyſicians and Surgeons, and 
other requiſite Aſſiſtance, occaſion a great and continual Expence, and 
the annual Income of the Hoſpital (which was never ſufficient to defray the 
Expence thereof) is now greatly leſſened by the Fall of the Rents of Houſes; 
and many being empty, and the Hoſpital, as alſo the Houſes thereunto be- 
longing, frequently requiring large Repairs and Rebuildings, the whole 
certain Revenue falls ſhort of defraying the neceſſary Charges; and yet by 
the Bounty of pious and well-diſpoſed Perſons, this Charity has not only 


deen long ſupported, but much increaſed in the Number of Patients ad- 


mitted into the Hoſpital. It is therefore humbly recommended to. all 
charitable Perſons, that they will be pleaſed to enable the Governors, by 
their Contributions, to go on in relieving the Diſtreſſes of the maimed 
and diſeaſed Poor, ſo that they may be made uſeful Members of the 
Publick. 
Briderwel Hoſpital. 
7 ECEIVED laſt Year into the Hoſpital of Bridewell, Va- 
R grants and other indigent and miſerable People, many of 
which have had Phyſick, and other Relief, at the Charge of * 243 
the ſaid Hoſpital, as their Neceſſities required — — — — 
Maintained 


Te Br Pr ORlt: 
Maintained in the {aid Hoſpital, and brought up in divers Arts 6 
and Trades, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, Apprentices — C 9 


Bethlem Hoſpital. 


DMITTED into the Hoſpital of Bethlem laſt Year, 
diſtracted Men and Women — — — — — 5 198 

Cured of their Lunacy, and diſcharged thence, ſeveral of 
them being relieved with Cloathing and Money at their Departure 0 155 

Buried, after much Cbarge beſtowed upon them in their Lanny 235 
and Sickn ee! — = 

Remaining in the ſaid Hoſpital under Cure, and rel with | 
Phyſick, Diet, and other Relief, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital F 267 

Beſides which, divers Perſons who have been cured in the ſaid Hoſpital, 
are provided with Phyſick, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, to prevent 
a Return of their Lunacy. 

The Particulars of which may be ſeen in the Books of the ſaid Hoſpital. 

There are generally above 270 diſtracted Perſons maintained in the 
ſaid Hoſpital "of Bethlem ; and though new Patients are from "Time to 
Time admitted in the Room of thoſe who, by the Bleſſing of God, are 
cured and diſcharged, yet there are continual Applications made to the 
Governors for Admiſſion of others; and in order to make Room for ſuch 
as may probably be reſtored to their Senſes, the Governors are obliged to 
reject and turn out many, who upon Examination, or after ſome Time of 
Trial, appear to be incurable, and whoſe Caſe is therefore the more de- 
plorable as to themſelves, and often dangerous to others. 

Some Benefactions having been lately given to the Governors of Bethlem 
Hoſpital, to be applied to the Uſe of Incurable Lunaticks, and the Go- 
vernors having obtained a Grant from the City of ſome additional Ground 
in Moor fields, two new Buildings have been erected and finiſhed, the one 
at the Eaſt End of the ſaid Hoſpital, for incurable Men Patients, and the 
other at the Weſt End, for incurable Women Patients; and there are al- 
ready 100 admitted. But inſomuch as the annual Revenues of the ſaid 
Hoſpital do not near anſwer the preſent annual Charge, there will be 
no Means of ſupporting an additional Expence for Incurables, without 
the Contribution of charitable Perſons; and this ſeems to be the only 
NECESSARY CHARITY for which a PROVISION | is wanted in this 
noble CIT Y. 


JOHN v. 6. 


When Teſus ſaw him lie, and knew that he had 
been now a long time in that caſe, He ſaith u, unto. 
him, Wilt thou be made whole ? 


concerning the ſanative virtue of the Pool of 
Betheſda in the circumſtances related by the 
Evangeliſt. If it be admitted to have been truely 
miraculous, another queſtion is ſtarted; whether 
it was a ſtanding Miracle on every Anniverſary of 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, appointed for a ſolemn 
commemoration of the greateſt and moſt wonder- 
ful deliverance that had ever been vouchſafed to 
any Nation; or whether it was only occaſional, and 
an Emblem of the Divine Power of Jeſus, when 
He went up to Jeruſalem to hold communion with 
the Jewiſh Church at that feaſt, who was Himſelf 
our Paſſover that was ſacrificed for us, and is riſen 
from the dead, to deliver us from the ſpiritual 

bondage of fin and at death. 
B The 


J. is unneceſſary to enter into any diſquiſition 


2 A Spital Sermon before 


The latter ſeems to be the more probable opi- 
nion; and it is very agreable to the moral and 
inſtructive ſenſe, which, beſides their obvious and 
natural meaning, the Goſpel-miracles will fre- 
quently admit of. It will then be eafily accounted 
for, why the Jewiſh Writers take no notice of this 
Betheſda, this Houſe of Mercy, and the amazing 
virtue of its Pool; becauſe by its fignification it 
related to the Meſſiah, whom their own Nation 
had reſiſted and crucihed. 

But wherefore did the merciful Jeſus cure only 
one out of ſo great a multitude of impotent folk, of 
_ blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the 
water He might with the ſame eaſe and diſ- 
patch have ſaid unto all, Will ye be made whole? 
And without doubt the impotent man in my text 
had no reaſon to expect ſuch an immediate and ſig- 
nal deliverance, as Jeſus wrought for him; for he 
was an inveterate ſinner, he had had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years t; and we may collect from 
the hiſtory, compared with our Bleſſed Saviour's 
kind admonition to him, that his own wicked and 
debauched courſe of lite had brought it upon him. 
Yet even here, tho' he had no cauſe to complain, 
nor any grounds to expect relief, a large degree 


* John v. 3. + John v. 5. 
of 


the Lord Mayor, &c. 5 


of compaſſion was due to the obſtinacy of his 
diſtemper, the ſuffering being very grievous, and 
the caſe almoſt beyond remedy. 

Whence we are led to a Reflection very ſuitable 
to the occaſion of this Solemnity : That we ought 
not on any account to deſpiſe ſinners, tho their own 
folly and wickedneſs have contributed very largely 
to make themſelves miſerable; on the contrary, it 
is a Duty incumbent up all to compaſſionate and 
relieve them in their diſtreſſes. 

How much ſtronger then is their plea, who labour 
under any of thoſe various Infirmities and Diſtem- 
pers, which have their riſe from the inward frame 
and conſtitution of our hearts and minds, and are 
therefore the moſt deplorable of allevils, becauſe they 
are the moſt unavoidable and the moſt incurable? 

The former part of this Reflection recommends 
very pathetically the truely pious and moſt benevo- 
lent Deſign, which has lately been ſet on foot by 


ſome worthy Citizens, of providing for the moſt _ 


wretched and abandoned of the human ſpecies, in 
whom vice appears in its utmoſt miſery and defor- 
mity. I ſhould not be athamed to plead their 

cauſe, provided it might haveany good conſequences 
upon the wretched; nor would I be backward to 
| beſpeak the charity of many, it may be, under the 
B 2 ſame 
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ſame guilt as they are, tho by their better fortune 
ſtrangers to their diſtreſſes; if it did not appear that 
the Antient Foundation for the correction and 
amendment of diſorderly people is capable of being 
improved and enlarged by your Wiſdom and Libe- 
rality, in ſuch manner as to ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of any other. 

But that which ought more particularly to en- 
gage our preſent Attention is a melancholy truth, 
known and confeſſed by yourſelves *, who know 
beſt the ſtate of the indigent ; that the caſe of In- 
curable Lunaticks, the moſt miſerable of all caſes, 
is the only neceſſary Charity for which a Proviſion 
is wanted in this Noble City. 

General diſcourſes on Charity, like general per- 
ſuaſives to Repentance, are of little uſe to enforce 
the practice of Chriſtianity. The reflections of the 
ſpeculative writer, and the deep reſearches of the 
moraliſt in ſtating the virtue of being merciful, are 
either regarded not at all or ftraightway forgotten. 
Even the animated exhortations of the Preacher, 
repreſenting in a clear and ſtrong light the impor- 
tance of this duty, the motives which invite and 
the obligations which bind us to the performance 
of it, together with the recompence of the reward 

See the Report at the End. | 
f annexed 


zhe Lord Mayor, &c. 5 


annexed to works of charity, fall among the croud, 
and ſeldom touch the conſciences of the hearers to 
any great purpoſe. Nor is it neceſſary to plead very 
earneſtly in behalf of ſome particular charities, which 
are confeſſedly uſeful and excellent. The poor, the 
lame, the diſeaſed of various kinds we have always 
with us, and are not apt to be very curious or hard 
to be ſatisfied in theſe ordinary caſes; even their 
counterfeits make a profitable trade of the com- 
paſſion that is due to real diſtreſs. It will more- 
over be readily allowed, that thoſe are the wiſeſt and 
moſt beneficial Inſtitutions, which afford comfort 
and aſſiſtance to all that are in miſery and diſtreſs, 
and exclude many little partialities, which for the 
moſt part influence our private charities, whether 
we intend they {hould or not. To do good unto 
all men is a virtue ſo excellent and important, that 
it deſerves to be ſupported by every argument and 
by every motive we can alledge; but in order to 
recommend the practice of it moſt effectually, it is 
_ expedient to mark its defects, and repreſent them 
in ſuch manner, as may convince all of the neceſ- 
fity of a ſpeedy and effectual relief. 
To conſider ourſelves as Men is perhaps the moſt 
ſenſible inducement to act as becometh Chriſtians. 


This ſingle reflection, that we are all of us liable to 
every 
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every kind of miſery that is daily preſented to our 
view, will bring the caſe home to ourſelves, and 


make it a common cafe. If we find ourſelves fa- 
voured in the appointment of our heavenly Father, 


and placed in a condition of lite above the wants 
and neceſſities of the poorer ſort; if we are better 


than others, ſo as to eſcape the calamities which 
many bring upon themſelves by a wicked and de- 
bauched courſe of life; if we be wiſer than others, 


and have ſhunned the evils of folly and indiſcre- 


tion; or if we be of a more robuſt conſtitution of 


body and mind, and happily ſtrangers to a nume- 
rous train of calamities ariſing from a ſickly and 


diſordered habit; yet the utmoſt point of felicity 


we can boaſt of is, that we receive indeed the good 
things of this life, but how ſoon it may be our 
turn to receive the evil things, God knoweth. 
This, if duely attended to, will have a general in- 


fluence upon us 70 be merciful, that we may obtain 


mercy *. 


Much more forceable will this influence be, 


when we conſider that we are all of us liable to 


one great calamity, the greateſt of all calamities 
incident to our nature, which for the moſt part is 
too deeply hid in its cauſe, in its progreſs, and ef- 


Matt. v. 7. 


fects, 


the Lord Mayor, &c. 1 


fects, to be foreſeen by any human ſagacity, or to 
be prevented by any human care, or to be re- 
moved by any human ſkill. | 

The Paſſions, the Affections, the Buſineſs and the 
Amuſements of life, oftentimes overſet the Mind 
and make {ſhipwreck of Reaſon. The ordinary 
ſprings of Action are the greateſt and moſt univer- 
{al cauſes of the ſoreſt diſquietudes. Love or Ha- 
tred, Pleaſure or Pain, Joy or Grief, the height of 
Proſperity or the depth of Adverſity, are alike pro- 
ductive of the ſaddeſt wretchedneſs. Our nature 
very ſtrongly inclines us to irreſolution on the va- 
rious {chemes of lite, and to inconſtancy in purſuing 
them: this makes us ridiculous: if on the contrary 
we ſtrive againſt this mutability of temper, and the 
mind attaches itſelf too cloſely to any particular 
object of its attention, this will as infallibly render 
us miſerable.—If Ambition pulls one way, Ava- 
rice another, and Pleaſure a third, Reaſon may 
maintain her rightful Superiority ; but either of 
them acting alone will be able to dethrone her. — 
The Imagination 1s as liable to Pain as to Plea- 
| ſure, and in the ſame degree ſuſceptible of either. 
The Soul, whether it be exquiſitely raviſhed or 
tortured, preſents us with the ſame mortifying view 
of diſtraction and confuſion, —A natural unchear- 


fulneſs 
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fulneſs of heart, or the weakneſs of the under- 
ſtanding, fills the mind with miſtaken notions of 
piety, with groundleſs ſuſpicions and vain anxie- 
ties, with ſuperſtitious fears and unreaſonable ſcru- 
ples, with wild diſmal ideas and a thouſand hi- 
deous monſters of its own framing, and in the end 
makes it a prey to grief and religious melancholy. 
— Even the pleaſures of Converſation, and all thoſe 
ſocial entertainments, which are not only innocent 
but laudable, are apt to become exceſſive and 
riotous ; and their frequent repetition incapacitates 
a man for all the duties and offices of life by a total 
ſuſpenſion of his faculties. The noiſe and tumult 
of diſſolute and frantick mirth might well ſuggeſt 
that obſervation to Solomon, I ſaid of laughter, it 
is mad, and of mirth, what doth it * A penetra- 
ting wit, and a heart that hath great experience of 
wiſdom and knowledge; a ſuperior capacity, which, 
next to virtue, moſt truely and eſſentially maketh 
one man to differ from another; and the acqui- 
fition of learning and ſcience, which renders our 
being pleaſant to us, which fills the mind with en- 
tertainment and delight, which gives eaſe and 
gracefulneſs to retirement, and adds dignity and 
luſtre to a publick Station; even theſe are ſore 
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evils; they are productive of immoderate defires, 
whence ariſe torment and trouble of mind; and they 
are the fruits of much ſtudy and wearineſs of the 
fleſh; they raiſe more doubts than they can reſolve; 
they 3 the ſpirits, and make men melancholy 
and moroſe, and in the end throw them into the 
worlt diſeaſes; ſo that in much wiſdom is much prief; 
and he that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow *. 

The obſervation of the Greek Poet, that it is an 
eaſy matter to diſturb a City, but God alone can 
_ reſtore to it peace and tranquillity, is as applicable 
to the human mind. The ferment of a malignant 
humour, or the rapid progreſs of an accidental evil, 
may bring either of them to defolation. Why 
boaſteſt thou thyſelf, O Man, of the moſt eminent 
diſtinction and glory of thy nature, of the great 
compals of thy rational powers, or of any intellec- 
tual attainments whatſoever? ſince that moſt excel- 
lent Faculty, which was formed for ſuch high ad- 
vancements and godlike perfection, may be ſud- 
denly debaſed, and by fo any ide totally 
eclipſed. 

View thyſelf * in the worſt . Caſt 
an eye upon thoſe unhappy wretches, who perhaps 
had never any thing but their outward ſhape to diſ- 


KEocl. i. 18. 
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tinguiſh them from the brute creation; or, which 


is worſe, have loſt their ſenſes and the uſe of their 


Reaſon and Underſtanding, that they once had. 


Conſider their low eſtate, who labour under a ſet- 


tled Diſtraction; who are ſhut out from all the 
pleaſures and comforts of ſocial lite, and degraded 


from the rank of Rational Creatures. View them 
in their dungeons, whole roarings are poured 01! 


like the waters, for the thing that was greatly feared 
ig come upon them; who are bound with fetters and 


with chains, and the chains have been plucked 
 aſunder, and the ferters broken 10 peck neither can 


any man tame them Þ+. 
See there the proud Tyrant arrayed in terrors of 


mock Majeſty, and 4oa//ing himſelf in the might of 


his power to do miſchief . See the Voluptuary re- 


joycing ſtill in the deluſive pleaſures of his miſ- 


taken Paradiſe, and raging in the impotency of 


whatſoever his ſoul hath luſted after. Obſerve the 
Miſer, by mere Imagination and the exorbitancy 


of Fancy in accumulating, increaſing the miſchief 
and ſelf- injury of his moſt unnatural and unrea- 


ſonable appetites. Hear, amidſt the din of hor- 


ror, the extatic effuſions of the Zealot; actuated 

by the vehement efforts of variable and contrary 
* Job. iii. 24, 25. + Mark v. 4. Dan. iv. 30. PC. Iii. 1. 
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affections, of love and hatred, of fear, melancholy, 


conlternation and. deſpair, Or of an aſtoniſhing 


delight and tranſport of joy approving the riot 
and juſtifying the wild effects of Superitition and 
Enthuſiaſm.—Caſt thine eye upon others in the 
ſame place of ſorrow, reduced to the like ſtate of 
Frenzy and Diſtraction by ſome accidental ftroke ; 
it may be, by the mad Joys of wine and the riot 
of a midnight debauch ; by a ſudden tranſport, 
or an exceſs of Paſſion; by the loſs of a friend, 
or of the dearer charities of Relations; by an in- 
effectual labour and perſeverance in the Intereſts 
and Service of the powerful, and their injuſtice in 
railing a falſe Expectation ; by the injurious re- 
turns of faithleſſneſs and ingratitude, where there 
is obligation on the one part and merit on the 


other; by the wicked deſigns of the crafty and 


malicious, and the impending miſchiefs of reſent- 


ment under the influence of a baſe mind and a 


bad heart; by loſſes in trade, and the ſingular 
infelicity of having never known affliction till po- 
verty enters like an armed man; by the fatal blow 


of diſappointment, or by the ſurpriſe of an unex- 


pected happineſs; by a fit of an apoplexy, or the 
rage of a fever. View there the gay tribe of fan- 
cies as well as the gloomy and dark ſpectres of 
13S IR: G2 another 
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another kind. Ambition and popularity, the 
pomp of diſtinction and the pride of life, preſent 
us with the fame diſmal ſcenes of wretchedneſs, 
as chagrin, envy, diſcontent and want. - See the 
rich and the poor, the mighty man upon the 
earth and the home-born ſlave, nale their bed to- 
gether in the darkneſs * and out of their right minds. 
The ruins of the great, the pleaſant City, that 
men called the per, fectiom of beauty, the joy of the 
whole earth |, in the day deſtruction came upon it 
ſuddenly, and ſwallowed up all its palaces t, was 
not a ſpectacle half ſo deplorable as this deſolation 

of Humanity. 
How ſoon may the excellency that is in us go 
away g And ſhall not theſe afflictions which we 
have obſerved in many, in ſome perhaps that were 
near and dear to us, in others for whoſe perſons 
and characters we had much reſpe& and eſteem ; 
ſhall they not lead us to take pity upon all, whoſe 
peculiar infelicity it is that they cannot take pity 
upon themſelves ? who are furious and raving and 
incapable of cure; who threaten miſchief tothem- 
ſelves and others; and are moreover poor and can- 
not otherwiſe be provided for, than by that merci- 
fulneſs and beneficence which you are now moſt 

25 Job xvii. 13. +Lam. ii. 15. t Lam. ii. 5. $ Job iv. 21. 
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nee; called upon to practiſe. Ought we not 
frequently to bleſs God for preſerving us from their 
miſerable ftate, and contribute every thing in our 
power towards relieving them under it? that they 
may be ſupported for the few and evil days of their 
lives under a charitable confinement, where the 
moſt diſgraceful infirmities of the human nature 
may be reſcued from reproaches and contempt. 


The Example of mercy and compaſſion, which 
the Blefſed Jeſus Himſelf did not diſdain to exer- 


Ciſe in perſon towards numbers of Lunaticks and 


Diſtracted wretches, may ſerve inſtead of the 
ſtrongeſt repreſentations of their unhappy caſe, and 
has this advantage over all topicks of human elo- 
quence, that it carries with it an Authority not to 
be conteſted. The Saviour of the world not only 
reſtored fight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 
ſoundneſs and health to the lame and leprous, but 
He went about curing many of their infirmities 
and plagues and of evil ſpirits *, He therefore 
permitted the Devils to enter into the herd of 
ſwine, that the people might obſerve their viru- 
lency, if not reſtrained by His power, and that the 
Divine Mercy might thereby be more Ay 
diſplayed. 

* Lake vii. 21. 
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It is very remarkable, that two the moſt ſhock- 
ing caſes of diſtreſs and miſery of this kind are the 
only Inſtances related by the Evangelifts of cures 

- wrought upon Heathens. 80 large and extenſive 
was His Charity, who was not ſent but to the loſt 
ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, that by His word the 
daughter of the Syrophœnician woman, who Had 
ar Amel /pirit *, was inſtantly made whole; and 
the man that had the Legion long time, and ware 
710 clothes, neither abode in any houſe, but was al- 
ways night and day in the mountains and in the 
tombs, crying, and cutting himſelf with fipnes, and 
was moreover exceeding fierce, that no man might 
paſs by that way, 1o entirely engaged the attention 
of our Lord, that we find him ſoon after {ting 
at Feſus feet, clothed; and in his right mind . 

Whether we call them that were poſſeſſed in this 
manner by the names of Dzmoniacks or Madmen, 
this is certain, that the ſymptoms attending the 
maladies of both are much the ſame; and the pa- es 
thetic deſcriptions that are given of them by the | 
Evangeliſts ſhew us, how tenderly our Lord Himſelf | 
commiſerated their ſufferings, how deeply the Spec- 
tators of thoſe wretched objects, and the Reporters 
of their unhappy caſes, were affected with them. 


Mark vii. 25. + Mat. viii. Mark v. Luke viii. 
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That we may be affected in like manner, it 
will be of uſe, that the Report be now read of the 
great number of poor people maintained under the 
care and charge of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this City, 
and particularly that the Inſufficiency of the annual 
Revenues of Bethlem Hoſpital to anſwer an addi- 

tional expence for Incurables, be laid before you ; 
which will enable me, if needful, -to return with 
advantage to the proſecution of my Deſign. 


1 Here the Report! WAS read. J 


You will patdon the intimation I have given of 
ſome inſufficiency in the Publick Charities, which 
| adorn this great City and beautify this Solemnity. 
It was ſuggeſted to me and is authenticated by 
your own Report ; which flatters me, that I have 
not been unhappy in recommending the objects of 
your own attention, eſpecially in the preſence of 
the Chief Magiſtrate, who has the honour to pre- 
fide over two Hoſpitals, which I have had parti- 
cularly 1 in view; one of them inſtituted to ſubdue 

the vicious and robuſt Body by correction and hard 
labour, the other to rectify the diſordered Mind by 
every method of cure, and, if it be poſſible, to re- 


ſtore it to its right ſtate : each of them very bene 
15 ficial 
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ficial and important to che diſtinct parts of the 
Human nature. 

The foundations of an n on af (rnd 
volence are therein laid ; and we cannot wonder 
that they have not yet been brought to the deſired 
perfection, when we hear the profligate vagrants 
and other indigent and miſerable people in the one 
place, and the diſtracted men and women in the 
other, reckoned up in ſuch numbers; and not- 
withſtanding the aid of the London Work-houlc 
and of St. Luke's Hoſpital, are told that ſome muſt 
be left miſerable, who fall within the rules of theſe 
limited Inſtitutions. I call them limited ; com- 
plete they cannot be, till the Proſtitutes that infeſt 
the ſtreets, and for obvious reaſons are forthwith 
diſmiſſed from Bride well upon their legal commit- 
ment, have a houſe of refuge and protection there; 
and moreover a ſuitable Proviſion be made in Beth 
lem Hoſpital for Incurable Lunaticks. 

It is not owing to any want of uprightneſs, or 
wiſdom, or frupality | in the worthy Governors, that 
thefe and the other Publick Charities, which are 
a greater ornament to this City than all its wealth 
and magnificence beſides, have not of late years 
made any conſiderable advance in their revenues. 
Nor can we complain of any coldneſs or indiffe- 

| rency 


the Lord Mayor, &c. 17 


rency in others, who by their good works beautify 
and gar * theſe noble Monaments of the Refor- 
mation. Neither will I impute it to the growth 
of Popery among us, which feeds the hungry, but 
never corrects the idle, nor yet inſtructs the poor; 
which ſays to the body, be you warmed and filled, 
but miniſters not thoſe things that are needſul to 

the mind, as naked altogether, and more expoſed 
to the greateſt injuries. It is not owing to the 
encreaſe of the publick Burdens and the National 
expence; theſe have not diminiſhed our Charity: 
no more has that univerſal Diſſolution of manners, 
which we all lament, yet the evil encreaſes; or that 
faſhionable vice, the monſtrous production of Ava- 
rice and Prodigality, either of which is the ſoreſt 
check to beneficence, which is become the unac- 
countable employment of many who have a real 
concern for honour and virtue, as well as of thoſe 
who have none. 

A fair enquiry into the real cauſe of the leſs 
flouriſhing ſtate of the Hoſpitals of this City will 
reflect no diſhonour on theſe Times; unleſs it 
ſhould appear, that the number of wretched ob- 
jects encreaſes daily, and the common Receptacles. 
of diſtreſs are ſhut againſt them for want of an 

* Matt. xxiii. 29. 
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additional proviſion for their ſupport. Miſerable 
indeed would the caſe then be, if the great conflux 
of people into this common centre of buſineſs and 
amuſement was productive of ' innumerable evils 
without an adequate relief; or if the munificence 
of other benefactions, with the united aid of theſe 
Inſtitutions, was not a counterbalance to the heavy 
weight of diſtreſs, occaſioned by the encreaſe of 
wickedneſs and debauchery, and the improvement 
of all the arts of luxury; or if no regard was ſhewn 
to thoſe, who have loſt their health or their limbs 
in compaſſing ſea and land to extend our commerce, 
and have riſqued their lives in the rough ſervice of 
war to protect us from the Enemy and the Oppreſ- 
ſor. Take things at the worſt, and it muſt be al- 
lowed, that the want of compaſſion to every real 
object; or of Juſtice to thoſe, who at their own 
very great peril ſecure to us the poſſeſſion of every 
thing that is valuable; or of gratitude to others, 
who incur numerous maladies to ſupply us with 
the many real or imaginary wants and conveniencies 
of life; is not ſo much as named i in the black ca- 
talogue of our national Sins. 

It is the ſpecial Character of the e Age, to 
refine upon the Virtues as well as the Vices of our 
Anceſtors. Witneſs the many new Erections upon 
= FS: more 
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more extenſive plans of charity, all which owe their 
riſe to theſe ancient Foundations. It would not be 
foreign to the occaſion of this Diſcourſe, intended 
more immediately for the honour and benefit of the 
Publick Inſtitutions of this City, to give you a com- 
plete view of the incredible number of Hoſpitals, 
that have been raiſed and ſupported within half a 
Century by the liberality of well diſpoſed people; 
ſome of whom, not ſatisfied with the proviſion that 
has been made of a proper remedy, or a proper 
comfort, for almoſt every actual diſtreſs, have ex- 
tended their benevolence to the prevention, or the 
mitigation at leaſt, of contingent evils. For it is 
the ſame Proteſtant ſtream of Beneficence, not ſo 
great indeed at firſt, but wonderfully enlarged in 
its courſe, and divided ſince into variety of chan- 
nels, that feeds theſe rival-charities. And let it not 
be lamented, as if the charitable Inſtitutions under 
your care and direction are upon the whole ſufferers 
thereby. This could only be the misfortune of 
ſuch, if there were any, whoſe objects are Citizens 
only: with regard to the Hoſpitals, that take in 
Patients from all parts of the Kingdom, and Fo- 
reigners too, it is quite otherwiſe. For if the di- 
ſtreſſed ſhould be abundantly provided for elſe- 

Where, the Hoſpitals of this City will grow rich in 
D2 proportion 
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proportion as their Burdens are diminiſhed. In the 
mean time, it is a happy relief to your pious and 
compaſſionate concern for all who are in diſtreſs, 
that the number of applications, which your reve- 
nues cannot anſwer nor yourſelves reje& without 
much ſorrow, mult needs be conſiderably reduced 
by every additional aid of Chriſtian Charity. 

Upon the foregoing Principle it is evident, that 
they who themſelves contribute to the new-created 
Charities whatever their proportion amounts to, or 
encourage others to give largely, do as effectually 
advance the true deſign of theſe ancient Inſtitutions 
for the comfort and ſupply of the _ as if they 
augmented their revenues. 

Nor 1s it any ſmall acceſſion to their ſplendor and 
magnificence, or to your Praiſe under whoſe care 
and direction they are, that many indigent people, 
whom their diſtance or their numbers exclude from 
the ordinary relief and proviſion reached out by 

your hands, do in ſome ſort owe the charitable aſ- 
ſiſtance they receive elſewhere to theſe original plans 
of Publick Charity, and to your worthy example 

of Liberality and Oeconomy in ſupporting them. 
And here it would be unpardonable not to men- 

tion the ſtate of Chriſt's Hoſpital, one of the Pro- 

teſtant Foundations of the pious and moſt excellent 
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Prince, King Edward the Sixth; for a larger, or a 
wiſer, or a more beneficial, or a better managed 
Charity, there is not, I believe, this day in the world. 
This He gave to be an Houſe for Orphans, by the 
advice of His faithful Counſellors in the progreſs 
of the Reformation ; and I will add, becauſe I have 
the Authority of the beſt Writer of the Hiſtory of 
theſe tranſactions to ſay it, with the hearty concur- 
rence of the Lord Mayor of London; who amidft. 
the oppreſſion, pride, covetouſneſs, and contempt 
of Religion, which generally reigned among all 
people, and chiefly among thoſe of the higher rank, . 
was a rare Inſtance of the contrary virtues, and the 
only perſon they could engage to take care of re- 
licving the poor. 

This was their firſt concern: many excellent 
proviſions were made for the poor deſtitute. But 
they thought it moreover of very great importance, 
to bring up Children in the fear of God and the 
knowledge of Chriſtianity; to ſow in their hearts 
the good ſeed of virtue and religion, of which fu- 
ture generations might reap the benefit. And we 
may gueſs at the prodigious numbers that have 
been thus educated ſince the time of the Bleſſed 

Reformation, who have juſt now been told, that 
upwards of nine hundred Children were under the 
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charge of this Hoſpital the laſt year. But not 
fewer than a thouſand have in former years been 
maintained thereby. You that have the care of 
theſe. poor Orphans can beſt tell, whether by any 
caſual diminution of its revenues, or by what other 
means, this noble charity decreaſes. Pity it 1s, 
that in an Age of good works this moſt excellent In- 
ſtitution ſhould be diſappointed of its due propor- | 
tion of the publick beneficence. May God con- 
tinue the zeal of His ſervants to ſupport it, and 
encreaſe their number! N | 
Tho' the preſent Solemnity is capable of exciting 
very different ſentiments in the breaſt of a Chriſtian, 
as he is diſpoſed to any particular plan of benevo- 
lence within the compaſs of theſe ſeveral Inſtitu- 
tions, which it is deſigned to promote and encou- 
rage; yet all of them terminate in one general re- 
flection upon the miſerable contingencies of human 
life. The poſſeſſion of riches and honours is not 
more precarious than theuſe of our limbs and ſenſes. 
The rich and the poor oftentimes change conditions 
in the ordinary courſe of things; or a diſtempered 
mind may effect this change, if nothing elſe does. 
And whenever this misfortune overtakes us, who 
would not rather be poor and fancy himſelf rich, 
n have great poſſeſſions and yet be tormented 


with 
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with all the anxieties and —_— diſtreſſes of 
poverty ? 

It is a natural, ſelf-intereſted concern that pleads 
in the heart of every Individual, not to be inat- 
tentive to the miſeries of our fellow-creatures, to 
which we are all of us ſo nearly related. But there 
is moreover a divine warrant for every work of 
mercy, that is this day propoſed to us. HE, who 
roſe again for our juſtification, will examine and try 
His true diſciples by external acts of mercy; and at 
the day of retribution will acknowledge and migh- 
tily reward your pious liberality to the poor and 
miſerable, as if Himſelf had been the object of it. 

Theſe poor orphans, who are unhappily bereft 

of their earthly parents, and from whom, ſuch is 

their low condition, you do not expect any requi- 
tal of your charity, have ſtill a Father in heaven, 
who will recompenſe you at the reſurrectiom of the 
juſt * The tick and the diſeaſed, the maimed and 
the wounded, whether they live to acknowledge 

your charity or whether they die unable to do it, 
will be appealed to by the merciful Jeſus, and 
will bear teſtimony to the righteouſneſs of His 
judgment. The looſe and the diſorderly, to whom 
there is a debt of love on your part, which cannot. 


* Luke xiv. 14. 
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be beſtowed without much reſentment on theirs, 
when they receive the reward promiſed to the pe- 
nitent, will acknowledge their kind benefactors, 
by whoſe correction they were healed —Thoſe 
miſerable wretches too, who labour now under a 
deep melancholy or a wild diſtraction ; whoſe ſtu- 
pidity is fo great, that they know not Wen friends 
that help them, nor can thank them, nor yet 
pray for them; and their frenzy ſo outrageous, 
as to break out into the higheſt expreſſtons and 
moſt violent acts of fury againſt their protectors ; 
they too will be preſent, when the Lord, the righ- 
teous Judge, ſhall proclaim the triumphs of cha- 
rity in theſe affectionate words, Come, ye bleſſed of 
my Father *.-—When their corruptible {hall put 
on incorruption, and their mortal ſhall put on im- 
mortality, then will the miſerable and wretched 
that are upon the earth Joyn together, with an 
innumerable company of Angels and of juſt 
men made perfect, in one univerſal Hallelujah, 
GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH! SD 


* Mat. xxv. 34. 
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